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Tuesday, February 12, 2019 

3:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 225 

 
In consideration of  

SB 218 
RELATING TO BROADBAND.  

 

Chairs Keohokalole and Thielen, Vice Chairs English and Inouye and members 

of the Committee.   

The Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism 

(DBEDT) Supports SB 218, which requires the Hawaii Technology Development 

Corporation to seek to establish a public-private partnership to plan, build, and manage 

key strategic broadband infrastructure and attract cloud based companies to Hawaii. 

Makes an appropriation to establish an open access, carrier neutral cable landing 

station. 

As recommended by the Broadband Task Force, this bill recognizes the 

importance of the construction of an open access, carrier neutral cable landing station 

to attract transpacific fiber optic cables to Hawaii to develop the State into a strategic 

communications and knowledge hub for the Pacific region.  DBEDT looks forward to 

working with HTDC to accomplish this. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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AND 
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Tuesday, February 12, 2019 

3:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 225 

 
In consideration of  

SB218 
RELATING TO BROADBAND.  

 

Chairs Keohokalole and Thielen, Vice Chairs English and Inouye and Members of the 

Committee.   

 

The Hawaii Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) supports the intent of SB218 

that requires HTDC to seek to establish a public-private partnership to plan, build, and manage key 

strategic broadband infrastructure and attract cloud based companies to Hawaii and makes an 

appropriation to establish an open access, carrier neutral cable landing station. 

 

As part of HTDC’s vision to create 80,000 new innovation jobs in Hawaii earning $80,000 or 

more by 2030, HTDC supports initiatives aimed at promoting technology and innovation jobs.  As 

recommended by the Broadband Task Force, this bill recognized the importance of the 

construction of an open access, carrier neutral cable landing station to attract transpacific fiber 

optic cables to Hawaii to develop the State into a strategic communications and knowledge hub for 

the Pacific region. HTDC looks forward to working with DBEDT to accomplish this. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 
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poles and other Company assets used to attach broadband communications equipment.  

As an infrastructure owner, the Companies believe the appropriation of funds for the 

establishment of an open access, carrier neutral cable landing station in support of the 

Hawaii broadband initiative is paramount for robust connectivity, economic viability, and 

to create renewable, resilient, and sustainable communities for the future. 

Accordingly, the Hawaiian Electric Companies support S.B. 218.  Thank you for 

this opportunity to testify. 
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